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City alone. Clustered about this great pyramid of
the war-god were more than forty smaller teocdlli,
as well as the "Pyramid of the Skulls" (Tzompantli)
where the skulls of the victims of sacrifices were kept.
Within this, the Spaniards counted more than one
hundred and thirty-six thousand human skulls.
These teocalli or pyramidal temples were typical
of the Aztecan culture  and it is  doubtful if  any
American race, if indeed any race on earth, ever
erected more massive and imposing structures,  al-
though from an architectural and engineering point
of  view they  were  far  less  noteworthy  than  the
buildings of other American races.   The Aztecs never
equaled the Mayas or the pre-Incas in their archi-
tecture and engineering, nor in perfection of stone-
cutting and the size of the blocks of stone employed.
But in their own way, their edifices were unexcelled
if equaled anywhere.   Moreover, the types and orna-
mentations varied greatly in different localities,    In
the north of Vera Cruz there are pyramids with
roofed temples, and with massive roof-combs similar
to  those  of the  Mayas.    At  Teotihuacan  and  at
Xochicalco there  are most striking remains.    The
former, once the sacred city of the Nahuas, is famed
for its temples of the sun and moon with its immense
cemetery wherein the devout found their last resting-
places, and in a way was very similar to the holy city
of Pachacamac in Peru.   The base of the Temple of
the Sun is four hundred and twenty-six feet square,
and the pyramid rises to a height of one hundred and
thirty-seven feet, while the base of the moon temple
is seven hundred and thirty-five feet square and its
height is two hundred and three feet.   Upon the sum-